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of them have settled in Palestine, and those who are left cannot
be wholly unaffected by the rising wave of Arab hostility to
Zionism.

The Isma'ilis form a compact community, backward and
without any political claims except to be left alone. The
Turcomans also raise no problem in themselves. Originally a
nomadic community, they have now become agricultural, and in
some regions they have been completely Arabized. The Cir-
cassians, however, have resisted assimilation more successfully.
They still remain as a separate entity with their own language
and customs, and have even at times claimed autonomy. Both
in Turkish times and under the Mandate they have been used
by the authorities to hold down the population; the French for
example used them to suppress the Syrian Revolution of 1925.
This has made them disliked by the Arabs; but there is no
obstacle to their ultimate assimilation.

The Kurds are of much greater importance. There are over
100,000 of them in the north of the country, mainly in the foothills
of the Taurus north of Aleppo, and 20,000 in Damascus. Most
of them have been in the country for generations, but some have
fled from Turkey in the last twenty years. Almost all are Sunni
Moslems, but there are some Kurdish-speaking Yazidis,
Christians and Alawis. The language of the majority is Kurdish,
but many are bi-lingual in Kurdish and Arabic, and some,
particularly in Damascus, speak only Arabic. There is a gradual
process of assimilation going on among them, helped by their
backward cultural state; they have practically no facilities for
education except in Arabic.

Originally nomads, they have now mostly settled on the land
as peasants. They are dominated by their land-owning class, but
less so than formerly. Although sedentary, they still preserve
their tribal organization, and on the whole tribal loyalty is still
much stronger among them than national loyalty.

In general, they are whole-heartedly opposed to Turkey, are
suspicious of Arab nationalism, friendly to the U.S.S.R. and
grateful to France for the favourable treataent they hsrc received,
Kurdish ratifffffifero is stroeg smoftg some groups of them,
particularly those in Damascus. Damascus and Beirut, indeed,
have become the main centres of the Kurdish national and
cultural movement, directed largely by the Badr Khan brothers,
The nationalists do BO* for the most part expect independence,